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Charges in Russia probe 


Indictments: Ex-Trump aides cited 


Politics: Democrats quickly seize 
on indictments for ammunition 


By Joe Garofoli 


While the indictments of 
three former Trump campaign 
officials didn’t link the organi- 
zation to Russian meddling in 
last year’s election, they will 
provide Democrats with the 
next best thing: enough politi- 
cal fallout to keep the story in 


the news through next year’s 
midterm elections. 

And Democrats didn’t waste 
any time Monday, using the 
scandal against a longtime 
California Republican con- 
gressman whose seat they’re 
targeting. 

In a Washington, D.C., court- 
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» Editorial: White House will be 
hard-pressed to explain away 

the guilty plea by campaign aide 
George Papadopoulos. All 


in conspiracy linked to ’16 election 


By Joseph Tanfani 


WASHINGTON — The 
special counsel investigating 
Russia’s role in the 2016 presi- 
dential race announced crimi- 
nal charges Monday against 
three former senior campaign 
aides to Donald Trump, in- 
cluding his former campaign 


manager, marking an explosive 
new phase in the FBI probe of 
the president’s inner circle. 
One of the three repeatedly 
sought to arrange a meeting 
between then-candidate 
Trump and senior Russian 
officials in London or Moscow, 
according to court documents. 
Probe continues on A8 


Extreme 
level of 
lead in 
school 


gym tap 


By Jill Tucker 


At least 30 water taps at 
three San Francisco public 
school campuses tested for 
high levels of lead, and water 
from one fountain in a high 
school gym had a lead level 
nearly 60 times the maximum 
under federal health guide- 
lines, data released by the dis- 
trict show. 

The numbers offer a clearer 
and more serious picture of the 
lead levels coming from water 
spigots in some San Francisco 
schools than an initial descrip- 
tion by district officials last 
week. They indicated that 1 tap 
out of 5 tested at each of three 
school sites exceeded federal 
guidelines, prompting the 
district to shut down the taps, 
notify parents and initiate more 
testing. 

The highest level identified 
came from a gym fountain at 
San Francisco International 
High School, where the lead 
level was measured at 860 parts 
per billion, compared with the 
recommended maximum of 15 
parts per billion. 

Two fountains outside the 
gym tested at 644 and 493 parts 
per billion, and the district said 
those were frequently used by 
elementary charter school 
students attending New School, 
which shares the former Enola 
Maxwell campus in Potrero 
Hill with the high school. 

Water taps at 72 district sites, 
out of 124 total, have been test- 
ed, with only the four schools 
on three campuses having 
issues, officials said. 

However, subsequent testing 
at the three sites, including 
Malcolm X and West Portal 
elementary schools, found a 
more widespread problem. 
Water samples showed high 
levels of lead at several loca- 
tions, including a drinking 
fountain on the first floor of 
Malcolm X with a lead level of 
333 parts per billion. The dis- 
trict is now doing a second 

Lead continues on A12 
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Strangers return pieces 
of cherished memories 


Photos from burned-out home come back to Santa Rosa couple 


By Lizzie Johnson 


The scraps of paper from Fred and 
Susi Hulac’s lives came from the sky, 
floating on the breeze like confetti. 
There was a crayon drawing, and 
photos of small children, and a school 


paper. 


And then there were the wedding 
photos. They landed in a goat pasture 
about 3 miles west of Coffey Park, the 
Santa Rosa neighborhood where the 
Hulacs had lived for 10 years until the 
Tubbs Fire leveled it early Oct. 9. In the 
images, a woman in a long white gown 
with a crown of flowers in her hair gaz- 
es into the eyes of her groom. The dark- 
haired man is sliding a ring onto 

Memories continues on A9 


Top: Fred 
and Susi 
Hulac hold 

a 1984 
wedding 
photo, 
charred 
around the 
edges, that 
was returned 
to them. 
Left: The 
Hulacs 
carefully 
work to 
separate and 
salvage their 
damaged 
photos. 


>» Teen dies from injuries: Kressa Shepherd, badly burned fleeing 


flames with her family, was an artist and straight-A student. 


» Electric utilities targeted: Bill would bar them from passing on 


A9 | to customers the costs of fires caused by their negligence. C1 


Toxin again an issue as crab season nears 


Paul Chinn / The Chronicle 2016 


By Tara Duggan 


Dungeness crab season is 
approaching in the Bay Area, 
along with all the rituals that 
come with it — the crab feeds 
and holiday dinners piled with 
crab legs, sourdough bread 
and crocks of melted butter. 

Unfortunately, there’s anoth- 
er, more recent local tradition 
that is also back: uncertainty 
about whether algal blooms 
will delay the season. 

Domoic acid is the naturally 
occurring toxin caused by algal 


blooms that delayed the past 
two Dungeness crab seasons. 
According to test results from 
the California Department of 
Public Health, elevated levels 
of the toxin have shown up in 
samples of Dungeness crab 
collected in recent weeks at 
several North Coast ports. 

However, the agency said it’s 
too soon to say whether do- 
moic acid will delay the com- 
mercial Dungeness fishery, 
due to open Nov. 15. 

“Based on sample results 

Crab continues on A9 


Miguel Linares shows off a Dungeness crab caught at the pier 
in Pacifica on the first day of the recreational season in 2016. 
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49ers trade pick 
for quarterback 


» S.F. gets Patriots backup 
Jimmy Garoppolo in exchange 
for a second-round pick in the 
2018 draft and releases former 
starter Brian Hoyer. B1 


Weather 


Decreasing clouds. 
a Highs: 61-72. 


Lows: 38-54. B8 
C6 
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